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Despite possessing such good qualities, the
Lingayat was ill-disposed towards Divine worship. To
him, Godliness and the Brahmins who propagated
devotion towards the Almighty, were detestable. He
always contended that those who acted on the stage did
so.only for entertainment, whereas there were scores of
people who, in real life, were putting up a show of being
virtuous, in the name of God.  But he had never
prevented his friends/associates being devout and
would only mock at them occasionally, for their being
theistic.

In part I, we have seen how during one of the pada
yatras of Sri Raghavendraswami, a boy had been
tutored by some to lie down and pretend as being dead,
with the evil intent of making it known that the much
talked about supernatural powers of the saint was only a
hoax on the public and that he had no such prowess at
all - but what happened ultimately was altogether
different, the boy actually being found dead and the
drama enacted turning out to be a reality. And it was the
Lingayats who had arranged for the enactment of that
drama then.

Strangely, the key figure in this chapter is also a
Lingayat, but the bountiful grace that he had from Sri
Raghavendra are indeed memorable and they are going
to be seen in detail here.

The generosity of the Lingayat of Athni, turned out to
be his undoing, in the end. His riches started dwindling,
as confidence tricksters, taking advantage of his zest for
theatrical activities, always set their eyes upon grabbing
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